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The Heian Jingu Shrine

The shrine is most famous for its large, 30,000
square meter, garden designed and laid ourt
during the Meiji Era. Ir is divided into 4 sec-
tions — East, West, Central and South. It is
also spectacular during a short time in April
when all of its cherry trees are in bloom.

Open from 8:30 to 4:30. Entery fee 500 Yen.



Shoren-in Temple is one of the five ‘Monzeki’
temples of the Tendai Buddhist sect in Kyoto. Ina
“Monzeki’ temple the head priest is related to the impe-
rial family. Shoren-in has also been known as ‘Awata
Palace’ since the Helan period (794-1185). It is also

a sacred place for the followers of the Jodo and Jodo-
shin Buddhist sects. Furthermaore, it was once used ata
temporary J'.n:lp::ial pala.c-: in 1788, The tr.l:l:Lpl: pre-
cinct is a narional historic site and has a pleasant garden
to stroll around in. This is also one of the few temples

you are allowed to talee pic-
tures inside. The entry fee |
is 300 Yen. For a little fun,
wisit:

hrepe! Feww.shorenin.com/

english/




Chion-in Temple
Large here is the key
word. The main gate
“San-mon’ is the largest
surviving wooden struc-
ture in Japan. That is
not all. Its bell is 10.8

feet tall, 9 feet wide and weighs 67.5 tons. Look at
the sound ripples in the sand from when it is mng
and you get the idea of its power. Besides that
Chion-in also has some famous paintings on its slid-
ing doors from the early Edo era (1600-1868), a large
garden, and two guest houses (Ohojo and Eohojo)
which are designated Important Cultural Properties.
Be sure to come early as this temple gets bus loads of
elementary school and jomior high school children on
class trips. The entry fee 1s 300 yen.



Wl 7 4 Yasaka Shrine

; This shrine is the main Shinto
shrine for the historic Goin
area — the traditional place
. for Geisha and their appreten-
= cies. It also the center of the
N annual Goin Festival. There
are hundreds of lanterns hung
1 around the shrine with the

i’ eeid names of their donors (mainly

K].n:-m busm:ssa and business men) which are lit ar
night. This shrine is for Gozn Tenno, a god said to pro-
tect Kyoto and its people from disease. There is a legend
of a botromless well called the “dragon’s lair™ beneath the
inner shrine. It is also believed that this well leads to the
Palace of the Sea Goddess at the bottom of the sea.
The Goin Festival is from July 15th to 17th. Entery to
the shrine is free, though you can offer money for health.




Ku:-da.{ji TEIﬂPlE The formal name for this temple is
Kodaijusho-zenji. In 1605 it was built by the noble-
woman Kira-no-Mandokoro as a memorial to her late
husband Hideyoshi Toyotomi. The funding for the
temple came from Ieyasu Tolugawa who went on to
become the Shogun of Japan. Most of its buildings were
d:srm:.r:d by fire a.ul:l l::-nl}' 4 of the original ones remain.

. o g These are the Sancriary,
¥ Founder's Hall, The Moon
Viewing Pavilion, and the
S tea houses Kasa-Tei and
%% Shigure-Tei. All of these
buildings are important
cultural properties. The
| garden is the original and
isa Plac: of historical
importance.

Entry iz 300 yen.




Entoku-in Temple

Entalru-in is a acros

_. and is a subtemnple.
" This is where Kita-no-

" final years. The temple

5: has a large pleasant

" Momoyama period

(1568-1600) garden

*  and contains stones
& moved from Fushimi

: Castle’s garden. In the

main hall 1:|:u.-. sCreen pa.u:m.ngs by Hasegawa Tohaku are

important cultural propertics. For those interested there

is an English web page hrepe/foww. kodaiji.com/entolou-

infentokuin-c/intro.html which has introductory essays

on Zen Buddism.  Entry is 500 yen.



++The route between Kodaiji
& Temple and Kiyomizudera
Temple is lined with shops
selling everything from bags

- to umnbrellas with lots of tour-
ist JLLnl: items in-between,
toys candy and food.




Kiyomizudera Temple
Kiyomizudera, Pure Water Temple, is one of

the most popular temples in Japan and is on the
World Heritage list. It was founded in 780 and
is associated with one of the oldest Buddihst
sects in Japan, the Hosso sect. Below the terrace,
you can drink the spring water which gives the
temple its name. This water is supposed to have
healing power. Behind the main hall is a shrine

dedicated to the God of Love. Walking from on
one rock to the other
with closed eves is
supposed to give you a
Incky love life.

The entrance fee is 500
VE.




Next there will be

The Traveler's Eye
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